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By the 29 C. 2. c. 7 


By the 10 and 11 W. c. 24. f. 14. 


By | EIA. c. 2. . 14.44% 


1 C 


Abstract of the Laws. 


Against Sabbath-Breaking, Swearing, and Drunkenness. 


—— 


Published under tlie Direction of the Committee of Special Conitbles, and the 
Society for the Reformation of Manners. 


” 


e 


. 


Laws against Sabbath) breaking. 


Au Perſons are required to attend their Pariſh Church or Chapel, or ſome Congregation of Religious Worſhip, | 


Sunday, (not having reaſonable Excuſe to be abſent), on pain of Puniſhment,” and of — 12d. to the Poor 
/ for every Offence, & | a 


By the 1 J. c. 22. 


upon every 


F 


þo 26, * 


No Shoemaker {hall ſhew, to the Intent to 


put to Sale, any Shoes, Boots, &c., upon the Sunday, on pain of forfeiting 
38. 4d. a Pair, beſides the Value thereof. ee 5 4. 


By the 3 C. c. 1. 


2 


All Carriers with Horſes, Carts, or Waggons, and Drovers with Cattle, are forbid travellin off the Sunday, on pain 
of forfeiting 20s.—And alſo if any Butcher {hall il or ſell any Victual on the faid Day, he ſhall forfeit 6s. 8d. to the Ule 
of the Poor; except the Juſtices may give one third to the Informer. + 


Any Tradeſman; Artificer, Workman, Labourer, or other Perſon whatſoever, Vein any worldly Labour, 
Buſineſs, or Work of their ordinary Callings, on the Lord's Day, or any Part thereof, (Works of Neceſſity and Charity, 
only excepted), if above 14 Years of Age, ſhall forfeit 38. And no Perſon {hall publicly cry, ſhew forth, or expoſe to 


Sale, any Wares, Merchandizes, Fruit, Herbs, Goods, or Chattles whatſoever, upon the Lord's Day, or any Part 
thereof, on pain of forfeiting the ſame: 2 


No Perſon ſhall ſell apy Wares or Merchandize, on the Lord's Day; nor expoſe the fat Sale, (except Milk, before 


nine o'Clock in the Morning, and after four o'Clock in the Afternoon), on pain of forfeſting the ſame.—And any Perſon 


offending, if convicted any Time within ten Days after the Offence, on the Oath of one Witneſs, ſhall by Warrant from 


the Juſtice have the Goods or Wares which were expoſed to Sale ſeized, taken, and ſold for the Uſe of the Poor; except 


a Reward to the Informer, not exceeding one third : And if there be no Diſtreſs found on the Premiſes, the Offender 


ſhall be put in the Stocks, | 


Laws against Swearing, 


By the 19 G. 2. c. 21. J. 146 7. 


If any Perſon {hall profanely curſe or ſwear, and be thereof convicted, on the Oath of one Witneſs, before one Juſtice 


of the Peace, or by Confeſſion ; every Perſon ſo offending ſhall forfeit as followeth, viz., every Day Labourer, coinmon 


Soldier, Sailor, or Seaman, 1s. ; and every other Perſon under the Degree of a Gentleman, 2s.; and every Perſon of, 


or above the Degree of a Gentleman, 5s.—And if he ſhall, after Conviction, offend a ſecond Time, he {hall forſeit double; 
and for every other Offence, after a ſecond Conviction, treble, And if he do not immediately pay down the Sum fo for- 
feited, he ſhall be committed to the Houſe of Correction. | 5 

And if any Juſtice or Mayor ſhall wilfully and wittingly omit the Performance of his Duty in the Execution of this Act, 


he ſhall forfeit {5. And if any Conſtable or other Peace Officer ſhall omit the Performance of his Duty in the Execution 
of this Act, he ſhall forfeit 4os. RING. 1 


Laws against Drunkenness, 


% 


By the 4 J. c. 5. 


very Perſon who ſhall be drunk, ſhall forfeit 5s. to the Uſe of the Poor. And if he refuſe, or be not able to pay, 

he ſhall be committed to the Stocks for the Space of fix Hours, And for the ſecond Offence, he ſhall be bound in an 
Obligation of (10, for his good Behaviour. | | 
If any Alehouſe-keeper ſhall be convicted of ſuch Offenay, he ſhall be diſabled to keep any ſuch Alehouſe for three Years, 
If any Alehouſe-keeper ſhall permit any Perſon to tipple, (other than ſuch as ſhall be invited by any Traveller, and ſhall 
accompany him only during his Abode there; and other than labouring and handicraft Men, in Market Towns, &c., 
upon the uſual working Days, for one Hour at Dinner-time, to take their Diet in an Alehouſe; and other than Labourers and 
Workmen, which for the following of their Work by the Day or by the Great, in any Market Town, &c., {hall, for the 
Time of their continuing to work there, lodge in any Alehbuſe, &c.; and other than for urgent Occaſions to be allowed by 
two Juſtices), every ſuch Alehouſe-keeper {hall forfeit 108. to the Poor, and be diſabled from keeping an Alehouſe for 
three Years. TIT | 


And, if any Perſon {hall continue drinking or tippling in any Inn, &c., he {hall forfeit 38. 4d. to the Poor; and if he be 
unable or unwilling to pay, he ſhall be ſet in the Stocks for four Hours. 


If any Alehouſe-keeper ſhall be convicted of ſuch Offence, he ſhall be diſabled from keeping any ſuch Alehouſe for the 
Space of three Years. 


N. B. Publicans are deſired not to ſuffer Company to remain in their Houſes after Nine o Clock on 


Sunday Nights, nor after Eleven o'Clock on any other Night in the Week. 
STOCKPORT, November, 1797. 
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